
Important Facts You Should Know 
When Operating the In for mant
• The Informant indicates the presence of gas by de-

 tect ing changes in the gas level. The instrument is not 
designed to give a numeric measurement of the gas 
lev el. 

• The method of locating a leak by de tect ing changes in 
the gas level allows an op er a tor to quickly locate the 
leak source with out making manual sen si tiv i ty ad just -
ments, or being con cerned about the back ground  vapor 
or gas level in the sur round ing area.

• If the probe tip is held stationary, and if the gas level 
does not increase, the in stru ment’s au to mat ic-zero 
 circuit will cause the gas-lev el read ings to decrease. 
After 10 seconds, the readings return to zero  even 
though gas may be present.

• In order for the instrument to indicate the pres ence 
of gas, the probe tip must be moving toward the leak 
source. 

• Moving the probe tip in a di rec tion that keeps all gas in-
 di ca tors ac ti vat ed is an in di ca tion that the in stru ment 
is de tect ing an ever in creas ing gas lev el as the probe 
tip nears the leak source.

• Move the probe tip at a speed that will keep the gas 
in di ca tors turned on as the probe tip ap proach es the 
leak source. Moving the probe tip too fast will cause 
the user to quickly pass up the leak source.
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Procedure for Locating a Gas Leak
 1. Turn ON the Informant by pressing its POWER key. Hold 

the in stru ment steady and allow it to warm up for at least 
10 sec onds before proceeding. This allows the in stru ment 
time to zero itself to the surrounding gas lev el.

 2. At this time all gas-level LEDs should be off. Also, the 
probe tip should be blink ing and the au di ble in di ca tor 
ticking at approximately once-per-sec ond.

 3. Begin leak testing by slowly moving the probe tip along 
the gas lines and around fi ttings. When the instrument 
fi rst detects an increased gas level, the gas-level LEDs 
begin to glow along with the probe tip blinking and the 
au di ble in di ca tor ticking at a faster rate. 

 4. Continue moving the probe tip in a direction that keeps 
all gas indicators re spond ing in a positive  manner. 

 5. Once the leak source has been passed, all gas in di ca tors 
will register a decrease in the gas level. At this point, 
reverse the di rec tion of probing so that the gas in di ca tors 
once again respond in a positive man ner. 

 6. Repeat Step 5 until a small movement of the probe tip 
over the leak source results in the rapid in di ca tion of 
in creas ing and decreasing gas levels. 

Caution: The life of a refrigerant sensor depends on 
the amount of re frig er ant that pass es through the 
sen sor. Ex pos ing a sensor to a steady stream of high ly 
con cen trat ed refrigerant gas will se vere ly re duce sen-
 sor life or damage the sensor. 
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